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Nicholas Deluca, a volunteer from Roxborough, hollered down to his young son
standing at the edge of the Wissahickon Creek asking if he had just seen the palomino.
But Deluca wasn't talking about white horses in the Wissahickon. He was talking about
FISH. "Nick, did you see the palomino?" Yea Dad. I have one in my bucket."

Nickieand his dad were two of 12 volunteers helping the PA Fish and Boat
Commission stock the Wissahickon Creek with trout on March 21, 2007 in preparation
for opening day of Philadelphia's fishing season on March 31st. Fairmount Park's
education staff and Parkrangers helped transport the volunteers down snow-covered
Forbidden Drive.

Stocking the creek for opening day is an annual tradition for many of these
enthusiastic volunteers. "I've been helping with the fish stocking for years," said John
Flack, an avidfisherman from South Hampton, PA. "I grew up in this area and enjoyed
fishing in the Wissahickon. Helping stock the creek is my way of giving back." This
desire to give back is something that all of these volunteers have in common. Many
have been fishing in the Wissahickon since they were kids and want to provide the same
meaningful experience for others.

For some, fishing is just a means to enjoy the beauty and tranquility of the
Wissahickon Gorge, one of Fairmount Park's natural areas and river corridors that feels
more like Vermont than an urban park. "A lot of the time I don't even care if I catch
something," said Shawn Fisher, a long-time fisherman from Germantown. "I just like
being in the stream." Flack said that many of the fishermen in the Wissahickon practice
"catch and release," leaving the fish for others to find.

As we drove in a small caravan along Forbidden Drive, Shawn and Flack pointed
out their favorite fishing holes. "The best spots for catching trout," they revealed, "are in
the riffleswhere fish can get plenty of oxygen. All the trout have to do is wait for the
small fish to come to them."

Throughout the afternoon, volunteers carried buckets of trout from the two
hatchery trucks on Forbidden Drive to the stream, stopping at 22 stocking sites along the
creek. In the early spring sun, the trout flash brightly as they cascade out of dozens of
buckets into the water. Getting the trout to the water quickly, before the fish run out of
oxygen, is critical Flack explained. The water inside thehatchery truck tanks is aerated



with fresh oxygen. But there is a distance to walk, often down a steep bank, between the
hatchery truck and the stream. "You don't want to delay too long," explained Rich
Kessler, a PA Fish and Boat deputy for Philadelphia."In warm weather, when the
oxygen gets depleted faster, it's even more critical. That's why we moved opening day
of fishing season for Philadelphia ahead two weeks." (From the second Saturday in
April to the last Saturday in March.) "This allows us to stock during the cooler
weather."

The volunteers are keenly aware of the need to move the trout quickly, and juggle
the necessity to move fast with the concern to preserve the stream bank's integrity,
picking their way down the slope carefully and stepping from rock to rock to protect the
vegetation and minimize erosion.

Standing at the top of the hatchery truck in serious wet weather gear, a volunteer
and a hatchery specialist from the PA Fish and Boat Commission scoop the trout out of
the tanks using largenets and transfer them, wriggling, into buckets filled with water.
Each hatchery truck holds about 3,200 fish. The talk of the afternoon among the
volunteers is that the trout are larger this year…. appreciably larger, they grin. "Usually
you can fit 25-30 trout in one bucket," said Flack, "but this year you can only fit 15-20."
Each bucket weighs about 20 pounds, which is a lot of weight to carry.

An excited shout is heard again at the stream as a volunteer finds another palomino
in his bucket. Joe Perillo, a fish expert with the Philadelphia Water Department who has
been surveying the fish in the Wissahickon as part of an ecological approach to
improving the water quality, looks over with a smile. "So many fishermen will waste all
their time trying to catch that one fish," he says. But looking at the yellow, cream and
orange palomino, so bright in color from the others, you can understand why. Of the
three types of fish being stocked--rainbow trout, brown trout, and palomino--the
palomino is the standout.And only relatively few of the palominos are stocked. "It's
more of a prize fish," explained Kessler, "something fun for the fishermen to go after."
Interestingly, the palomino is a form of the rainbow trout and is not a separate species.
The greenish rainbow trout, native to the northwestern area of the US, is speckled with
small dark spots and has an attractive pinkish stripe (like a wash) along its side. The
brown trout from Europe is a more uniform golden-brown, dotted with large dark spots
circled with pale halos. Noticeably absent from the stocking is Pennsylvania's beautiful
native brook trout (Pennsylvania's State fish), which requires colder waters than we
have in the Wissahickon.

For Mike Miedzwiecki, a volunteer from Manayunk, this was the firstyear he'd
had a chance to help. Setting his empty bucket down on the ground at the last stocking
spot near Blue Stone Bridge, Miedzwiecki leaned against a big tree trunk on the slope,
grinned, and said, "I'm going to sleep well tonight."

Over the course of the day, and along 5.2 miles of stream, 6,330 trout were stocked
in the Wissahickon for opening day and included 4,400 rainbow trout, 1,900 brown trout
and 30 "trophy" palomino. After opening day, the Wissahickon is stocked three



additional times (April 3, April 19, and October 1, 2007 (although with much smaller
numbers). According to John Pedric, Philadelphia's Waterways Conservation Officer,
the early fish stocking for Philadelphia and other southeast Pennsylvania counties that
warm up faster appears to be working. "Reports so far," says Pedric, "show that the
early opening day was very successful." The fishing season for Philadelphia runs from
March 31, 2007 through March 1, 2008, when the stream closes to fishing for 30 days.

For information about fun, educational programs on fishing, watersheds, bats,
birds, and other environmental topics related to the Wissahickon, call the Wissahickon
Environmental Center in Fairmount Park at 215 685-9285 or go to the website at
www.fairmountpark.org. Check out Wissahickon's upcoming fishing program for kids:
Fish Fanatics on June 9, 2007, 10am-12pm (space is limited; call to register).

Pictures

Gator and hatchery truck head down the snowy Forbidden Drive to release trout.



Hatchery truck filled with trout in front of Valley Green Inn.

Trout are removed from aerated tanks using heavy nets.



A volunteer (left) assists the hatchery specialist from the PA Fish & Boat Commission
load buckets with trout (including a coveted palomino) to haul to the creek.

Volunteer John Perillo releases trout just downstream from Valley Green Bridge, one of
22 stocking sites along 5.2 miles of the stream.



John Flack, volunteer from South Hampton, hauls buckets filled with trout and fresh
water down to the creek.

Shawn Fisher of Germantown releases trout into the quiet pool above the dam.



Volunteers release trout from the picturesque Livezey Dam that was once used to power
the Livezey Mill.

Ralph of Roxborough watches as rainbow trout cascade into the creek.



John Flack, an avid fisherman, launches his fish into the mighty Wissahickon. Flack has
been fishing in the Wissahickon for years and knows the location of every riffle and

fishing hole.

Joe Perillo, a fish expert with the Philadelphia Water Department, has been surveying the
fish in the Wissahickon as part of an ecological approach to improving the water quality.



Joe Perillo and volunteer Ken Hurd (right) empty the buckets further down stream to help
disperse the trout.

Nickolas Deluca of Manayunk (left) isn't worried about getting his feet wet and helps Ken
Hurd with the bucket.



Each bucket holds 15-20 trout and weighs approximately 20 pounds.

Jay Skrocki's favorite trout to catch in the Wissahickon is the brown trout, originally from
Europe.



For most of these volunteers, helping stock trout is a way of giving back.

Transporting the trout to the stream before their oxygen is depleted is critical.


